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those sixteen men under indictment accusing themselves, and each one
in almost the same terms, and singing the praise of a regime and a
man for the suppression of which they risked their lives?

Read at the Gallimard bookshop Pierre Naville's preface to a study
by his brother Claude on me.20 Obviously intelligent preface. But what
can I think of the criticism he makes of all of my work (until my
"conversion") of not letting itself be influenced by the great social
events taking place at the time when I wrote that work? Type: Archi-
medes at Syracuse. If the great literary works of the time of Louis XIII
and Louis XIV showed a reflection of the Fronde, if we heard in them
an echo of the Royal Tithe, perhaps Pierre Naville would have more
consideration for them; but they would have lost that superior serenity
which has made them last As for me, I hold, quite on the contrary,
that when social preoccupations began to clutter my head and heart,
I wrote nothing more that matters. It is not fair to say that I remained
insensitive to such questions; but my position in regard to them was
the only one that an artist must reasonably take and which he must
strive to maintain. As for Christ's "judge not," I understand it as an
artist too.

6 September

This morning I received a visit (announced) from Bernard Grasset;
went to console and reassure Miss Pell at the Lutetia Hotel; then to
lunch at the Vi^nots'. Came home to sleep an hour.

At the H6tel du Nord I find Dabit's parents alone with their
daughter-in-law.21 Very dignified and as if settled into their mourning.
I chat with them at length of their son, then accompany the one he
called Biche to the home of Vera, the other woman, whom she accepts
and with whom, altogether, she gets along very well.

Biche says to me of Dabit: "It's odd: between the two of us he
could not make up his mind to choose. He wanted to keep both of us.
He always wanted to keep everything. I believe there are many men
like that"

We reach V&ra's (who is occupying Biche's studio), rue de la
Grande-Chaumiere, where I spent so many hours of my childhood
when Albert22 was painting my portrait V6ra is not at home and I
leave the legitimate wife, leaving her the notebooks we had gone to
get at rue Vaneau, of which she is to type out some fragments for the
N.R.F.

20  Andr6 Gide et le communisme appeared in June 1986.
21  Dabit's parents had settled down to managing the little H6tel du Nord
in Montmartre, which furnished the subject and title of their son's most
striking novel.
22  Andr6 Gide's cousin, Albert Desmarest